TROUT UNLIMITED MID-SOUTH REGION
FORMATIONAL MEETING HELD APRIL 17, 2010
NORFORK, ARKANSAS
AGENDA:     LITTLE RED RIVER CHAPTER / CHESAPEAKE ENERGY   …  YOUTH PROGRAMS    …  ISSUES / CONSERVATION PROJECTS PERTAINING TO EACH STATE  …   REGIONAL TU OFFICE  …  FORMAT AND TIMING FOR NEXT YEARS MEETING
INTRODUCTION OF ATTENDEES:
BRUCE DARR,   ARKANSAS STATE COUNCIL SECRETARY
TONY SIMMONS, ARKANSAS LITTLE RED RIVER CHAPTER BOARD MEMBER
KERRI RUSSELL, ARKANSAS CHAPTER PRESIDENT
SARA THORNE, MOUNTAIN HOME CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP CHAIR (Wife of Chapter Pres.)
JOHN WENZLICK, MISSOURI COUNCIL CHAIR
SCOTT HOOD, OKLAHOMA INDIAN NATIONS COUNCIL CHAIR
1. LITTLE RED RIVER CHAPTER / CHESAPEAKE ENERGY   Tony Simmons presented the current challenges his Chapter s facing regarding gas fracturing / drilling programs that have taken his area on in a “hurry up and get it all drilled” before any action could be taken, with no regard to the potential environmental hazards. Pipelines to be run under the Little Red on State of Arkansas land. Legal action was discussed with TU national as a potentially necessary to keep this from happening. TU national declined the use of TU letterhead with regard to a cease action notice.  Since the drilling and fracturing had been nearly completed it was suggested that a public awareness campaign begin requesting the general public to be more aware of the potential signs of trouble from fractured wells,  continuous bubbles in stream beds, oily masses  on surface lands, foul odors from water wells and such things. It was suggested that the general public prepare for future Q& A with potential candidates for political offices regarding their individual stance on conservation action when it comes to fracturing and potential troubles in the future. It was also suggested that local TU chapters and councils should form coalitions with other state conservation organizations for more “clout” when it comes to projects like that of the MUCC.org  in Michigan
2. YOUTH PROGRAMS    Kerri Russell outlined plan for an Ozark 2.5 Day Youth Program teaching casting one day, fly tying second day, and a day at Beaver Tail waters. (Parental involvement on the final day on the river, with a picnic and fishing.) She noted that other chapters could find a youth camp curriculum on the TU web site prepared by Andrew Snyder of the TU national office.  Chapters should recognize that future membership growth relies on getting more children and young adults fishing. Bruce Darr reminded all that it wasn’t and shouldn’t always be about fly fishing and the need was to just get them started… then introduce the options of learning fly fishing. Growing future license buying anglers was what was important. Everyone was reminded about TU’s Explorer Youth clubs and the youth newsletter. It was suggested that any chapter that had opportunity to introduce a club to local college campuses. TIC was discussed as opportunities for those chapters with cold water streams and rivers in their immediate areas. Scott Hood asked the group if any had experience finding funding for inter-city trout ponds and discovered that the State of Arkansas offers numerous city park seasonal trout fishing experiences as state funded programs. There exists possible grant money for such programs.
3. ISSUES / CONSERVATION PROJECTS PERTAINING TO EACH STATE  Each of the attendees noted the challenges facing each chapter regarding chapter leadership and maintaining voluntary leadership, with both executive leadership and active board participation. Once again everyone became aware of the need to include younger people into chapters and their leadership.  All attending agreed that each and every chapter and member become more aware of invasive species and keeping them contained. OKLAHOMA PROJECTS: Lower Illinois River habitat improvement is on again, off again. The Lower Mountain Fork Lost Creek reconstruction project has been completed with assistance from the 89’er Chapter. OKLAHOMA ISSUES: All of OK is waiting for a Federal Court decision regarding poultry litter pollution in the Illinois River watershed. MISSOURI PROJECTS: Building a fund to assist in state of MO land purchase programs. Getting youth involved and growing membership.  MISSOURI ISSUES: Poultry farm coming to the Roaring River area … has already been built without a state of MO license seems there is a promise for litter removal from the area but nothing has actually been put in writing. ARKANSAS PROJECTS: Beavertail water fish habitat improvements. Conservation Easement program work on the Norfolk River between the handicap area downriver to River Ridge Inn & Fly Fishing Academy. Done some fund raising as 50/50 raffles. ARKANSAS ISSUES: Dealing with state of Arkansas government bureaucracy while trying to accomplish projects. Maintaining connection with members chapter may need to re-establish snail mail newsletter as their chapter group ages they are less likely to use and read e-mail.  They have occasionally moved meetings to a restaurant in order to get more people to come out to meetings. 
4. REGIONAL TU OFFICE : It has been proposed by Arkansas State Universities, head of Educational Development, Carol Greshan and supported by ASU President, Ed Coulter that Trout Unlimited establish a manned regional office in a new complex being developed by ASU in Mountain Home, AR. Given that Mountain Home is the center of our region and given that nearly all of the Trout Unlimited membership within the five state region of AR,MO,TX,TN,OK is familiar with Mountain Home do to its proximity to the famed White and Norfolk Rivers and given that these five states all share common goals regarding conservation issues of tail-water management for trout populations, invasive species, land management and river access it becomes obvious that the State Councils, Chapters and the regional Trout Unlimited membership would benefit from this manned office. A motion was made and seconded, voted on unanimously that in the interests of our unique region that we all work towards this near term goal, by establishing a fund to hire this area TU Staff member and lobby for a longer term goal of total support of this branch office by Trout Unlimited National. 
5. FORMAT AND TIMING FOR NEXT YEARS MEETING: It was agreed that an annual meeting of the Mid-South Region of Trout Unlimited should become an annual meeting and that it would once again be held at River Ridge Inn & Fly Fishing Academy in Norfolk, AR at a yet to be determined date, perhaps leaning to an early February meeting. The format and outline of the meeting to be determined.
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